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Language change 

 Increase in innovative form from old to young 
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Language change 

 

 Incrementation 

 

 “successive cohorts and generations of children 
advance the change beyond the level of their 
caretakers and role models, and in the same 
direction over many generations” (Labov 1994). 



Language change 

 Adolescent peak  
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Sound changes (Labov, 2001:458) 
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Morphosyntactic and discourse pragmatic 
changes (Tagliamonte & D’Arcy, 2009:82) 
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Adolescent peaks 

 

 Adolescent peaks in apparent time: “…general 
requirement of change in progress” (Labov, 
2001:455) 



Adolescent peaks and gender 

 

 Labov (2001) 

 Sound changes in 
Philadelphia 

 Female led 

 Peaks only for females 

 Peaks only for leading 
gender 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tagliamone & D’Arcy 
(2009) 

 Morphosyntactic 
changes in Toronto 

 Female led 

 Peaks for males and 
females 

 Peaks for both, just 
diff rates 



Adolescent peaks and gender 

 

 Conflicting evidence and predictions 

 Both female led changes 

 

 What about a male-led change?? 

 



TH-fronting 

 

 Variable replacement of /θ/ /ð/ with /f/ and /v/ 

 

 Well their dad was one of thirteen [fɜtin] I think 
[fɪŋk] her mum was one of nine, yeah, like as I say 
she's Catholic [kaflɪk]  (Matt, 46) 

 

 

 

 



TH-fronting 

 
Rapid spread throughout UK 
(Kerswill, 2003) 
 
 



TH-fronting 

 

 Stigmatised, stereotype  

 

 Male-led (Milroy, 2003; Mathisen, 1999; Llamas, 
1998; Kerswill & Williams, 1999, 2000; Britain, 
2005).  

 

 



Data and method: Hastings 



Hastings 



Hastings 



Influence of London 



Holly, Hastings United 

 

 When it comes to films and that we have things in 
common but I’m really sporty and she’s really girly. 
(right) so I play all my sports and stuff with Emily 
next door, we both play for Hastings United 
together.  



Holly, Celtic Soccer Crew 

 One year my mum bought me a book on the Celtic 
Soccer Crew. They're not ac- well I don't know if 
they're still together now but this was in like he 
seventies and they literally go around looking for fights 
with the Rangers fans, proper like big groups of them. 
It goes into graphic detail and mum didn't really wanna 
give it to me but I begged to read it. I wish I hadn't 
actually. But there's some really horrible stuff, like 
Rangers fans grabbing them and throwing them off of 
bridges and things like that but I don't think it's quite 
that bad today and like the police and that are at all 
the games and stuff. 



Data and method 

 47 speakers 

 Stratified by age and gender 

Age Male Female 

Old 
(69-90) 

4 5 

Middle 
(35-50) 

6 
 

6 

Young 
(16-18) 

4 6 

Kid 
(8-10) 

8 8 

Total 22 25 



Research questions 

 

 Will adolescent peaks be visible in a male-led 
change? 

 Will an adolescent peak be visible for both males 
and females? 

 How will male and female peaks compare within a 
male-led change? 



Apparent time, adults only 



TH-fronting and gender, adults 



Adolescent peak? 



TH-fronting and gender, all speakers 



TH-fronting and gender, all speakers 



Returning to the research questions 

 

 Will adolescent peaks be visible in a male-led 
change? 

✔ 
 Will adolescent peaks be visible for both males and 

females in a male-led change? 

✔ 
 



Research questions 

 

 How will male and female peaks compare within a 
male-led change? 

 Females = more pronounced peak 

 



TH-fronting and gender, all speakers 



Females: more pronounced peak 

 

 1. Stage of change, changes slow towards 
completion (S-curve model): 

 

 Males nearing completion 

 Females in full-swing  

 Faster rate, more pronounced peak 

 



Females: more pronounced peak 

 

 2. Preadolescent cohort match the gender 
constraint of the older adult population 

 

 Gender difference: older adults > young adults 

 Young speakers: more conservative rates 

 Young speakers: more conservative gender pattern 

 



Incrementation 

 

 “may take the form of an increase in frequency, 
extent, scope or specificity of a variable” (Labov, 
1994:346) 

 



Summary 

 

 Peak present in apparent time 

 For males and females in male-led change 

 Peaks may be ‘general requirement’ for both genders 
irrespective of which is leading 

 

 Prominence of peak: stage of change & gender 
patterning 

 Incrementation not just frequency: young speakers 
neutralising gender constraint  



Next  

 

 Type of change: change from above  

 TH-fronting: high level of awareness 

 

 Future research: “Focus on the nature of the 
change itself…with respect to its origin (inside or 
outside the community) and its nature and type 
(evolutive or adaptive (e.g. Andersen, 1973) 
transmitted or diffused (Labov 2007)” (Tagliamonte 
& D’Arcy, 2009:98) 
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