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For this assessment you are required to produce a poster focussing on an aspect of your 

proposed/current doctoral research study that lends itself to an interdisciplinary approach; 

conceptually, methodologically, or both. The poster will be graded and counts for 60% of 

your module mark.  

You will produce the poster across a number of phases: 

- Initial draft of poster (12th February) 

During the second LKB meeting you will be required to present a first draft of your 

poster to the co-ordinators, your fellow cohort, and students in the +3 phase of their 

ESRC programmes. This phase is not formally assessed but you will receive feedback 

that you should then use in the revision of your final submission. 

 

- Online submission (7th May) 

Once you have revised your poster you will be required to submit it online via 

TurnItIn on Thursday 7th May. 

 

- MSRM poster conference (13th May Portsmouth)  

During the conference you will have a chance to present your poster to the directors 

of the DTP, TCP Co-ordinators, ESRC fellows, MSRM students from across all the 

Thematic Cluster Pathways, and ESRC students from across the DTP. As well as an 

opportunity to share your poster, and gain experience of poster presentation, the 

ESRC directors will be awarding two £50 Amazon vouchers as prizes to two winning 

posters; one for the best use of an interdisciplinary perspective, and one for the 

most engaging presentation.  

 

Course:      MSRM 

Module:     Learning Knowledge and Behaviour  

Assessment 2:     Interdisciplinary academic poster 

Draft presentation date:  Wednesday 12th February (Portsmouth) 

Online submission deadline: Thursday 7th May (TurnItIn) 

MSRM poster conference:  Wednesday 13th May (Portsmouth) 

Module weighting:   60% 



   
 

   

Your poster should be aimed at an audience of your peers, namely, fellow student 

researchers with foundational research skills of a level similar to the MRSM, but without 

assuming any detailed, discipline specific knowledge associated with your project. 

A number of key features should be included in your poster. 

An initial outline – up to 10 marks 

 A title that makes the interdisciplinary nature of the topic clear 

 An explicit statement of the aims of your poster 

The main content – up to 65 marks 

 Clear identification and coverage of selected interdisciplinary theme(s) associated 

with your own research project 

 Some evidence pf critical engagement with research methods from an 

interdisciplinary perspective (this can be methods utilised by others in pre-existing 

studies, and/or those you propose to use) 

 A section focussing on the potential original contribution to knowledge and/or 

research impact of the interdisciplinary research covered by your poster – up to 15 

marks  

 Use of relevant figures (such as images, charts etc.) or tables, well integrated with 

the narrative in the textual content  

Presentation – up to 25 marks  

 A clear navigational path that supports a coherent pathway through the content of 

the poster 

 An appropriate balance of well integrated text and figures 

 A well-presented and formatted poster (both text and figures); not so busy that the 

presentation detracts from the content (e.g. over use of different font types or 

colours) 

 Suitable academic referencing (both within the text and in a reference list) 

The marks allocated for each of these features is an indication of the weighting that will be 

used in the overall marking. You can see that the substantive content carries about two 

thirds of the marks and the remaining third is made of introductory and presentational 

features of the poster.  

 

Getting feedback on a draft poster 

Please bring along a draft copy of your poster as work in progress to the second away day 

(Wednesday 12th February).  



   
 

   

We will make time during the day for a poster session so you can receive formative 

feedback from fellow DTC/P students, and from the LKB tutors.  

We would also like you to give a short 5-6 minute presentation of the background of your 

draft poster. 

We would like you to cover the following points in your presentation: 

 Start with the title and the rationale for your topic; 

 A brief outline of the interdisciplinary focus and the theoretical and methodological 

perspectives covered by the poster; 

 Indicate one or two ways in which you utilised the results of your discussions from 

the first away day (if you were present); 

 Discuss briefly how the poster us suitably pitched for the stated audience; 

 Introduce your plans for the layout of the poster to help navigate the content; 

 End with one or two specific requests/questions for the audience in order to focus 

some of the discussion of, and feedback on your poster. 

The presentation is intended to provide an overview of the topic and content and some 

background rationale for your poster. It is not a presentation of the detailed content, so 

please don’t include all the text from your draft poster in the presentation, as you won’t 

have time to cover it all. There is no mark for the presentation; it’s designed to help with 

providing formative feedback on your work. 

Development and submission 

After the second away day you will have a chance to refine and develop your poster further, 

based on the feedback you have received.  

The final version of the poster should be presented in an electronic format and can be 

submitted via TurnItIn 

(https://guides.turnitin.com/01_Manuals_and_Guides/Student_Guides/Turnitin_Classic_(D

eprecated)/09_Submitting_a_Paper). 

We suggest that you save and submit your poster as a .pdf 

There are a number of online sites dedicated to PowerPoint templates and tutorials to help 

you format your poster, for instance:  

https://www.posterpresentations.com/free-poster-templates.html  

The final date for submission is: Thursday 7th May, before 4pm. 

 

 

https://guides.turnitin.com/01_Manuals_and_Guides/Student_Guides/Turnitin_Classic_(Deprecated)/09_Submitting_a_Paper)
https://guides.turnitin.com/01_Manuals_and_Guides/Student_Guides/Turnitin_Classic_(Deprecated)/09_Submitting_a_Paper)
https://www.posterpresentations.com/free-poster-templates.html


   
 

   

Assessment criteria 

Content criteria – up to 65 marks 

 Evidence of critical engagement with appropriate theoretical perspectives from 

more than one discipline 

 Critical analysis and/or application of findings from research evidence from more 

than one discipline 

 Critical application of research methodologies demonstrated in the context of 

interdisciplinary research 

 Coherent argument throughout the poster pitched at the right level for an audience 

of your peers/student researchers  

 Rigorous, evidenced argumentation for the potential original contribution to 

knowledge and/or research impact that might be derived from the interdisciplinary 

focus.  

Presentation criteria – up to 35 marks 

 Provision of a clear title and purpose 

 Clarity of presentation (including explanations for terms/jargon) 

 Ease of navigation through the content  

 Balanced and well integrated use of text and figures 

 Overall visual appeal/engagement  

 Appropriate referencing  


